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Week Ending Friday, May 27, 2005 

Proclamation 7905—Prayer for 
Peace, Memorial Day, 2005 
May 20, 2005 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On Memorial Day, we honor the men and 

women in uniform who have given their lives 
in service to our Nation. When the stakes 
were highest, our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, 
Marines, and Coast Guardsmen answered 
the call of duty and made the ultimate sac-
rifice for the security of our country and the 
peace of the world. 

Throughout our Nation’s history, members 
of the Armed Forces have taken great risks 
to keep America strong and free. These 
proud patriots have defended the innocent, 
freed the oppressed, and helped spread the 
promise of liberty to all corners of the earth. 
In serving our Nation, they have been unre-
lenting in battle, unwavering in loyalty, and 
unmatched in decency. Because of their self-
less courage, millions of people who once 
lived under tyranny now are free, and Amer-
ica is more secure. 

On Memorial Day, we remember that this 
history of great achievement has been ac-
companied by great sacrifice. To secure our 
freedom, many heroic service members have 
given their lives. This year we mark the 60th 
anniversary of the end of World War II, and 
we remember the Americans who died on 
distant shores defending our Nation in that 
war. On Memorial Day and all year long, we 
pray for the families of the fallen and show 
our respect for the contributions these men 
and women have made to the story of free-
dom. Our grateful Nation honors their self-
less service, and we acknowledge a debt that 
is beyond our power to repay. 

In respect for their devotion to America, 
the Congress, by a joint resolution approved 
on May 11, 1950, as amended (64 Stat. 158), 

has requested the President to issue a procla-
mation calling on the people of the United 
States to observe each Memorial Day as a 
day of prayer for permanent peace and desig-
nating a period on that day when the people 
of the United States might unite in prayer. 
The Congress, by Public Law 106–579, has 
also designated the minute beginning at 3:00 
p.m. local time on that day as a time for all 
Americans to observe the National Moment 
of Remembrance. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim Memorial Day, May 30, 
2005, as a day of prayer for permanent peace, 
and I designate the hour beginning in each 
locality at 11:00 a.m. of that day as a time 
to unite in prayer. I also ask all Americans 
to observe the National Moment of Remem-
brance beginning at 3:00 p.m. local time on 
Memorial Day. I urge the media to partici-
pate in these observances. 

I also request the Governors of the United 
States and the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, and the appropriate officials of all units 
of government, to direct that the flag be 
flown at half-staff until noon on this Memo-
rial Day on all buildings, grounds, and naval 
vessels throughout the United States, and in 
all areas under its jurisdiction and control. 
I also request the people of the United States 
to display the flag at half-staff from their 
homes for the customary forenoon period. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of May, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand five, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-ninth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 24, 2005] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 25. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Reporting on Deployment of United 
States Combat-Equipped Armed 
Forces Around the World 
May 20, 2005 

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 
I am providing this supplemental consoli-

dated report, prepared by my Administration 
and consistent with the War Powers Resolu-
tion (Public Law 93–148), as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress informed about 
deployments of U.S. combat-equipped 
armed forces around the world. This supple-
mental report covers operations in support 
of the global war on terrorism, Kosovo, and 
Bosnia and Herzegovina. 

The Global War on Terrorism 
Since September 24, 2001, I have re-

ported, consistent with Public Law 107–40 
and the War Powers Resolution, on the com-
bat operations in Afghanistan against al- 
Qaida terrorists and their Taliban supporters, 
which began on October 7, 2001, and the 
deployment of various combat-equipped and 
combat-support forces to a number of loca-
tions in the Central, Pacific, and Southern 
Command areas of operation in support of 
those operations and of other operations in 
our global war on terrorism. 

I will direct additional measures as nec-
essary in the exercise of the U.S. right to self- 
defense and to protect U.S. citizens and in-
terests. Such measures may include short-no-
tice deployments of special operations and 
other forces for sensitive operations in var-
ious locations throughout the world. It is not 
possible to know at this time either the pre-
cise scope or duration of the deployment of 
U.S. Armed Forces necessary to counter the 
terrorist threat to the United States. 

United States Armed Forces, with the as-
sistance of numerous coalition partners, con-
tinue to conduct the U.S. campaign to pursue 
al-Qaida terrorists and to eliminate support 
to al-Qaida. 

These operations have been successful in 
seriously degrading al-Qaida’s training capa-
bilities. United States Armed Forces, with 
the assistance of numerous coalition part-
ners, ended the Taliban regime in Afghani-
stan and are actively pursuing and engaging 

remnant al-Qaida and Taliban fighters. Ap-
proximately 90 U.S. personnel are also as-
signed to the International Security Assist-
ance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan. The U.N. 
Security Council authorized the ISAF in 
U.N. Security Council Resolution 1386 of 
December 20, 2001, and has reaffirmed its 
authorization since that time, most recently, 
for a 12-month period from October 13, 
2004, in U.N. Security Council Resolution 
1563 of September 13, 2004. The mission of 
the ISAF under NATO command is to assist 
the Government of Afghanistan in creating 
a safe and secure environment that allows 
reconstruction and the reestablishment of 
Afghan authorities. Currently, all 26 NATO 
nations contribute to the ISAF. Ten non- 
NATO contributing countries also participate 
by providing military and other support per-
sonnel to the ISAF. 

The United States continues to detain sev-
eral hundred al-Qaida and Taliban fighters 
who are believed to pose a continuing threat 
to the United States and its interests. The 
combat-equipped and combat-support forces 
deployed to Naval Base, Guantanamo Bay, 
Cuba, in the U.S. Southern Command area 
of operations since January 2002 continue to 
conduct secure detention operations for the 
approximately 520 enemy combatants at 
Guantanamo Bay. 

The U.N. Security Council authorized a 
Multinational Force (MNF) in Iraq under 
unified command in U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 1511 of October 16, 2003, and 
reaffirmed its authorization in U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 1546 of June 8, 2004, 
noting the Iraqi Interim Government’s re-
quest to retain the presence of the MNF. 
Under U.N. Security Council Resolution 
1546, the mission of the MNF is to con-
tribute to the security and stability in Iraq, 
as reconstruction continues, until the com-
pletion of Iraq’s political transformation. 
These contributions include assisting in 
building the capability of the Iraqi security 
forces and institutions, as the Iraqi people, 
represented by the Transitional National As-
sembly, draft a constitution and establish a 
constitutionally elected government. The 
U.S. contribution to the MNF is approxi-
mately 139,000 military personnel. 
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